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Monday, 23 January 2012
LONDON

Major publishing deal for Olly the Little White Van announced at Toy Fair
Autumn Publishing to bring CiTV star to a wide range of books in a variety of formats 
Tuesday the 24th of January was a big day for Olly The Little White Van. Olly was the centre of attention at a special breakfast event held on day one of Toy Fair at Pizza Express Olympia, where Rocket Licensing formally announced a major publishing deal for the star of the hit CiTV preschool children’s series.
Vicki Butler-Henderson, journalist, car racer and presenter of Fifth Gear, hosted the event, which started at 8.45am. Attendees were able to see upcoming Olly products, test drive some new apps, sample the best from season two and hear about future plans for Olly The Little White Van — and in particular his imminent appearance in book form.
The multi-year agreement with Autumn Publishing, a division of Bonnier Publishing and the market leader in the field of children's activity and learning books, is for the UK rights to the books. It will see the publication of 12 books in four formats — chunky board books, sound books, story books and activity books. The books will be published in September 2012 and will be available at a wide range of outlets, from independent and specialist stores to department stores and major supermarkets, as well as online.
The chunky books are aimed at Olly’s youngest fans. A very popular Autumn format, these are tactile board books perfect for little hands, cloth bound, with hand-painted edges and die cut on three sides. There will be four chunky books, each starring a different character: Olly, Bazza, Tasha and Ivan the ice cream van. Younger fans will also have the chance to hear as well as see some of their favourites with the publication of two sound books.
For older readers there are Olly Tales, four 24-page paperback storybooks in a delightful car-shaped 250mm x 250mm format, and two 32-page activity books. These all-colour books will offer activities and puzzles as well as sheets of stickers and press-outs combining fun with the show’s core themes of being helpful and problem solving. 
Olly The Little White Van, a show that brings entertainment, thrills and marvellous graphics together with a strong emphasis on the developmental needs of pre-schoolers, has found an ideal partner in Autumn Publishing, which produces high quality children’s books with strong educational integrity that are equipped to help make learning fun.
The announcement signals the start of a great year for the friendly, helpful, eager-to-please little van and his many friends in the magical town of Bumpton. The first 26 episodes of the 52 x 5-minute animated series screened to rapidly growing viewer figures and episodes 27-52 are to air this year as part of a five-year deal with CiTV. The show is also building a strong licensing base with Hornby as master toy partner and Abbey Home Media as DVD partner as well, of course, as Autumn Publishing. Other licensing areas are under discussion or being pursued across a wide range of categories, including games, puzzles, gifts, homeware, nightware and apparel.
Olly The Little White Van is produced by an award-winning team of writers, animators and composers at UK-based Ideas at Work and Blink Animation Studios. Olly himself is voiced by the massively popular children’s television presenter, actor and voice-over artist Justin Fletcher.

Lyn Coutts, Publishing Director, Autumn Publishing, said, “Olly’s combination of witty, exciting stories, high quality design and a strong developmental focus fits perfectly with our own approach to children’s publishing. We are thrilled to be asked to take this delightful character and series into book form. We are sure the books, like the show, will be a big hit.”
Henry Becket, Chief Enthusiast at Ideas At Work, added, “We were attracted to Autumn Publishing by their strong track record in bringing quality books across a number of formats to a large market and their support for the sort of developmental aims that underpin the Olly series. And of course, Autumn Publishing’s books are loads of fun — just like Olly!”
ABOUT ROCKET LICENSING
Rocket Licensing is a London based independent licensing and brand development company, launched in January 2007. It manages a select and balanced portfolio of clients and brands, including Atari, A M Heath, Bruce Lee Enterprises, DreamWorks Animation, DreamWorks Studios, Dr Seuss Enterprises, Ebury Press, Emma Thomson, Harper Collins US, Hornby Hobbies, Lionsgate UK, MGM and The Jim Henson Company.

ABOUT AUTUMN PUBLISHING

· The market leader in the field of children's activity and learning books, Autumn Publishing was formed in the late 1970s and was acquired by the Bonnier Publishing Group in 1999.

· Based in West Sussex, the publishers aim to help develop children’s skills and abilities as part of the exciting process of growing up.

· Autumn Publishing produces high quality children’s books with strong educational integrity that are equipped to help make learning fun!

ABOUT BONNIER PUBLISHING 

· Bonnier Publishing is part of Bonnier Books, which, with a turnover of £600m, is a top 20 world publisher.  

· The company, which is the English language arm of Bonnier Books, currently comprises children's publishers Templar, Autumn, Five Mile Press, Weldon Owen, Piccolia in France and the newly launched Hot Key Books. 
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