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Thursday, 24 November 2011
LONDON

RSPCA, John Lewis and Hugo the Hedgehog spread Christmas cheer!

Twenty-five per cent of Hugo plush selling price will go to RSPCA wildlife rescue

Leading animal welfare charity the RSPCA and the John Lewis Partnership are spreading Christmas cheer — with the help of a little friend called Hugo.
For Christmas 2011 John Lewis has introduced the delightful Hugo the Hedgehog. For every Hugo plush sold John Lewis will donate 25 per cent of the selling price to the RSPCA. The money raised — £2.50 of every £10 Hugo — will support the RSPCA’s wildlife rescue work, which includes support for baby hedgehogs. Hedgehogs mostly breed from May to September. Although most females will have one litter, some will have a second later in the breeding season with some hoglets even being born in October, when Hugo himself appeared in store. Hoglets born late in the season have a low chance of survival and many are taken into care by the RSPCA and overwintered before being released back to the wild in the spring.
The plush Hugo is a little round hedgehog with a spotted red scarf and soft furry ‘spikes’. Cute, cuddly and guaranteed to appeal to children (and quite a few grown-ups), each Hugo is suitable for an age range from 18 months up. Attached to all the Hugo plush toys is a swing ticket, which lets buyers know that their purchase is playing a part in supporting the RSPCA.

Hugo has been in store and online since the beginning of October. He can be seen in Christmas window displays and on the Christmas tree that appears in all John Lewis stores.

The association between the RSPCA and John Lewis goes back a number of years. From 2006 to 2010, the John Lewis Partnership chose the RSPCA as one of four charities to benefit from the sale of Christmas cards, money boxes and gift boxed mugs. However, this is the first time the two groups have worked together on a promotion involving a plush character.
The hedgehog theme is an appropriate one, as the hedgehog receives strong support from the RSPCA. Over 2,000 orphaned or injured hedgehogs are cared for each year at the RSPCA’s four wildlife rehabilitation centres. Sadly, up to 75 per cent of wild hoglets will die in their first year and those that survive are at risk from man-made threats like pesticides, mowers and strimmers, cars, netting and containers, plastic waste such as beer can rings, and occasionally deliberate cruelty. 

RSPCA trading manager Cathy Snow said, “Wildlife rescue and rehabilitation is a very important part of our work — and hedgehogs are among the animals that benefit most, especially at this time of year. Raising awareness of wildlife needs with this delightful John Lewis plush will be of enormous benefit to our work — and sales of Hugo will boost funds that allow us to continue helping animals in England and Wales.” 
This is another significant boost to the RSPCA’s seasonal promotions and its fast-growing licensing campaign. The campaign should see the charity make strong inroads as a trusted and high quality brand into a number of categories. The RSPCA, alongside licensing consultancy company JELC Ltd, which is working with the RSPCA campaign on a consultancy basis, is looking at deals in such areas as apparel, giftware, housewares, stationery, publishing, pet food, wild animal food and pet accessories.

Sarah Dare, assistant buyer, seasonal events, John Lewis Partnership, said, “We were thrilled when our design studios presented us with Hugo and even more delighted that Hugo was able to support our long-standing commitment to the RSPCA. He’s cuddly, friendly and a lot of fun. We think he will be very popular in the run-up to Christmas and do a lot of good for his brothers and sisters in the wild!”

Notes to editors

The RSPCA helps animals in England and Wales. Registered charity no. 219099.
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