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LONDON

Milkshake Viewers To Give Roobarb And Custard The T-shirt Treatment!  
Bulldog Licensing – representative for Roobarb and Custard - has announced details of a new Channel Five competition in aid of the PDSA charity featuring the crazy cartoon duo. 

Roobarb, the madcap green dog, and his feline adversary Custard were created by Grange Calveley in the early 70's and were the stars of the Bob Godfrey directed BBC cartoon series Roobarb. Narrated by Richard Briers, only one series was originally produced, but the trademark wobbly animation, zany storylines and fiendishly catchy theme tune made the show into a cult sensation and it won a legion of devoted followers of all ages during the 70’s and 80’s. 
With the British public desperate to see a new series featuring the warring duo, Roobarb and Custard Too hit the screens in 2005 and has since been broadcast continually by Channel Five as part of its hugely popular Milkshake block, pulling in a whole new generation of fans.
The new competition is currently running on Milkshake and is linked to Roobarb and Custard’s role as brand ambassadors for the PDSA animal charity. Viewers are invited to create a picture showing the cartoon twosome in training for the London Marathon; the winning design will then be used as inspiration for the design of the official T-shirt worn by runners raising money for the charity through the Marathon and other events. The winner will also receive an iPad 2 pre-loaded with three classic Roobarb and Custard Too episodes, as well as a set of Roobarb and Custard books courtesy of publisher Mogzilla. Ten runners up will also receive books.

The enduring popularity of Roobarb and Custard has allowed Bulldog to build a strong licensing programme for the brand – in addition to Mogzilla, licensees include Poetic Gem for apparel, Museums and Galleries for greetings, PMS for amusement plush, and Riviera for canvas wall art. Bulldog is currently in advanced talks with a number of other licensees and new deal announcements are expected soon.
“Roobarb and Custard Too is pulling in huge viewing figures for Channel Five and it’s great that the PDSA is able to tap into this popularity to raise awareness of its work in caring for sick animals,” says Bulldog MD Rob Corney. “Kids will love the challenge of designing their favourite characters in training and with some fantastic Roobarb and Custard prizes also on offer this competition is sure to attract a lot of interest!”
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