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Thursday, 24 November 2011
LONDON

The Moomin shopping experience comes to London!

The UK’s first-ever dedicated Moomin shop to open in Covent Garden
Caroline Mickler Limited, Licensing Agent for Moomin, has announced the opening of the UK’s first dedicated Moomin retail outlet.

Situated in the centre of one of London’s most popular shopping areas at 43 Covent Garden Market, The Moomin Shop will be open for business well in time for Christmas. However, an official launch is scheduled for 7 December when the shop will be opened by the Finnish ambassador to the UK, Mr Pekka Huhtaniemi, and Sophia Jansson, niece of Tove, daughter of Tove’s fellow Moomin artist Lars, and creative director and chair of brand owner Oy Moomin Characters.
The shop is designed not only to appeal to Moomin fans but to attract a whole new audience with its stunning interiors and a wide range of products ranging from rare collectables to affordable, fun gifts. Visitors entering the shop are immediately transported into the world of Moomin, walking up the Moomin Forest staircase past a waiting Little My, through a cave and on to Moomin Valley, the main shopping area, where specially constructed Moomin houses display an array of Moomin products.

The shop will offer a vast selection of delightful Moomin products including toys, books, stationery and gifts, as well as accessories for kitchens, bathrooms and household use, babygros, children’s pyjamas and women’s and children’s t-shirts. The serious collector is also catered for with a selection of memorabilia and limited edition items that include prints of Tove Jansson’s original sketches for the now iconic Moomin characters.
The Moomin Shop has been developed by Patrick Haddad, owner of Edinburgh-based designer furniture and accessories outlet DesignShop UK, and a Moomin fan for many years. He was inspired to open the shop after the extraordinary response to his 2010 Edinburgh festival exhibition And the World went Mad for Moomins, described as “a Happy 65th Birthday to the eccentric Moomins from the forests of Finland”. Visitors came from all over the UK and as far afield as Japan to see a vast collection of Moomin memorabilia, original drawings and sketches, books, gifts and accessories.
The Moomins have been stars of books, cartoon strips, stage and screen for over half a century. Caroline Mickler Ltd’s strategy for the Moomin brand has brought a wide range of licensed product, including cards, books, toys, apparel, accessories, tableware and an award-winning range of fashion bags, to a vast consumer audience but in particular two target markets for whom the lovable, carefree trolls have a massive and enduring appeal: children and young adult women.

Patrick Haddad says: “The immediate inspiration to open a dedicated Moomins retail outlet — the only one in the UK — came from the amazing response to last year’s exhibition. However, for me the inspiration is also the joy that these delightful, charming and humourous characters inspire, a joy that I believe is shared by millions of people of all ages.”
Caroline Mickler says: “Patrick has combined his design skills with his love of the Moomin characters to produce something that is true to Moomin but also unique. The opening of the Moomin Shop is perfectly timed for the Christmas market and the shop itself is brilliantly designed to appeal to Moomin fans of all ages.”
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