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Monday, 07 November 2011
LONDON

A home from home for animals — courtesy of the RSPCA and SERT-MST!

Branded ranges of feed and accessories planned for wild animals and birds
as well as hay, straw and woodchip bedding for small animals
Leading animal welfare charity the RSPCA has awarded a licence to SERT-MST Plc and its recently launched Petbase arm to produce a wide range of RSPCA-branded feed and accessories for wild animals and birds, as well as a line of hay, straw, woodshaving, sawdust and soft woodchip-based bedding for small animals.
The bedding will include wild animal bedding, as well as pet bedding for rabbits, guinea pigs, gerbils, hamsters, mice and birds, litter for cats and bird houses. The woodshavings used in the bedding are biodegradable and sourced from responsibly managed forests. The feed range and accessories will comprise bird feeding stations (including bird tables), wild bird food, wild animal food and wild flower seed packs to encourage insects into the garden.

All of these products are to be developed in cooperation with the RSPCA and its teams of experts, and will meet the Society’s exacting animal welfare and quality standards.
The first products in the range will be launched in January 2012. The entire range will be available at retail by the end of the first quarter. The products will be sold through major supermarket chains and pet retail majors as well as independent pet shops and RSPCA centres.

SERT-MST plc is a leading specialist in the distribution of toiletries and household goods. Building on its experience as one of the UK’s largest and most successful importers and wholesalers, it recently launched Petbase, a new range of licensed pet lines. SERT-MST Petbase will work closely with the RSPCA on the bedding, feed and accessories ranges. The Society’s logo will be prominently featured and its work promoted on all packaging.

The successful development of this range of feed, bedding and accessories will not be the only major announcement from RSPCA and SERT-MST. The two groups are working on another licence to be announced in the coming months.

The RSPCA’s trading manager Cathy Snow commented: “We are delighted to be working with Sabir Tayub and his team at SERT-MST. SERT-MST has agreed to work with the Society to ensure that all of the products listed on this and any future licence agreement are manufactured for animal-loving consumers who really care about the welfare of animals, whether farm, wild or domestic pets. We believe that this will add a unique selling point to the products developed. In addition, every product sold will be supporting the work of the RSPCA and helping us care for the animals in our many animal and wildlife centres throughout England and Wales.”

This is another significant boost to the RSPCA’s fast-growing licensing campaign. The campaign has already seen the charity make strong inroads as a trusted and high quality brand into a number of categories. The RSPCA, alongside licensing consultancy company JELC Ltd, which is working with the RSPCA campaign on a consultancy basis, is looking at, or has already signed, deals in such areas as apparel, giftware, housewares, stationery, publishing, pet food, wild animal food and pet accessories.

Sabir Tayub, Managing Director of SERT-MST Plc, said: “I am delighted and honoured that the RSPCA has chosen to work with us to develop a range of pet and wildlife products under licence. Animal welfare is the Society’s constant and central objective, and the products will at all times meet or exceed the criteria laid out by this highly respected organisation.” He added: “I am delighted that my company can make a major contribution to animal welfare, not only through these products, but also financially through the contribution of a percentage of the consumer spend to RSPCA Trading Ltd”.
Notes to editors

The RSPCA helps animals in England and Wales. Registered charity no. 219099.
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