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For immediate effect: 21 October 2011

ABBEY HOME MEDIA GROUP ANNOUNCES JOINT VENTURE WITH 

CHANNEL 5 AND MILKSHAKE! TO PRODUCE A RANGE OF CHILDREN’S DVDS

· The compilation DVDs will feature top rated shows from Channel 5’s Milkshake!

· ‘Milkshake! Gold’ DVD launches with entertainment from Thomas and Friends, Little Princess, The Mr Men and many others

Abbey Home Media Group (www.abbeyhomemedia.co.uk), one of the UK's leading creators and distributors of pre-school children's programming for broadcast, audio, video, DVD and publishing channels, announces a joint venture with Channel 5 to market and distribute a range of children’s DVDs and audio titles to promote Milkshake!, the TV programming block on Channel 5 aimed at children aged 2-7 years old.

The first DVD launched in April 2011 entitled ‘Music Box-Bop Box’ includes over two hours of nursery rhymes and pre-school songs for preschoolers to bop along to performed by the Milkshake! Presenters.   The second DVD successfully launched in September 2011 entitled ‘Milkshake Gold’.   ‘Milkshake! Gold’ offers over two hours of entertainment for both boys and girls and contains 14 favourite children’s characters from the Milkshake! line up, including Thomas and Friends, Little Princess, Roary the Racing Car, The Mr Men, Sesame Street’s Bert and Ernie, Harry and his Bucketful of Dinosaurs, and Fifi and the Flowertots.  Each episode is introduced by the popular Milkshake! presenters and the DVD extras include dance routines and theme tunes.  The Milkshake! Gold DVD retails at £9.99 across all major high street stores and on-line. 

Anne Miles, Managing Director, Abbey Home Media Group, comments;

“Milkshake!" broadcasts the nations most loved children’s shows and at Abbey Home Media we are committed to offering the best entertainment for the pre-school sector – resulting in the perfect formula for the must-have children’s DVD.  Together our aim was to produce the best compilation DVDs of children’s shows that will keep both boys and girls entertained at any time of the day.   We are very much looking forward to further releases with Milkshake! in the future.”

Jessica Symons, Commissioning Editor Children’s, Channel 5 comments;

“The partnership with Abbey Home Media reflects the ambitions of Channel 5 to develop Milkshake! into an all encompassing brand on air and off air.  Abbey Home Media is a well established distributor of Children’s DVDs and we are delighted to be working with them on this exciting project.’’

-ends-

For further information or visuals, please contact:

Louise Webster, Rare Communications

E: louise@rarecommunications.co.uk

T: 07979 241 458

Notes to editors:

The 14 shows featured on the ‘Milkshake! Gold’ DVD are:

Little Princess, Roary the Racing Car, Bert and Ernie, Fifi and the Flower Tots, Mio Mao, Mr Men, Igam Ogam, Castle Farm, Harry and his Bucketful of Dinosaurs, Hannah’s Helpline, Bananas in Pyjamas, The Adventures of Bottle Top Bill, Olivia and Thomas and Friends.
 
About Abbey Home Media Group plc

Abbey Home Media Group plc is an integrated children’s media company specializing in the creation, publication, distribution and licensing of children’s branded intellectual property rights through television, audio, video (VHS and DVD), publishing and other media formats.  The business trades both within the UK and internationally and was founded by Ian and Anne Miles in 1989 when they identified a lack of programming directed at children under 5 and effectively ‘invented’ the pre-school video sector.  For further information please visit www.abbeyhomemedia.com
About Milkshake!
Channel 5’s milkshake! is home to some of the World’s favourite preschool characters. There is a range of stimulating and engaging programmes that include strong story led animation, genuine documentaries for preschoolers and presenter led high quality musical entertainment.
Channel 5 broadcasts 24 hours of children's programmes every week. Milkshake! is on air from 0600 - 0915 every weekday and 0600 - 10.00 on Saturday and Sunday. For more information visit: www.channel5.com/milkshake
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