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Zodiak Kids Secures Kids’ Format Deal With Turner Broadcasting Asia Pacific
Zodiak Kids, Zodiak Media Group’s children’s production and distribution arm, has inked a kids’ format deal with Turner Broadcasting Asia Pacific for their children’s magic show Tricky TV, an original programme created by The Foundation TV Productions Ltd, part of the Zodiak Media Group (ZMG).
Produced in-house by Turner Broadcasting System Asia Pacific, the local version of Tricky TV will be called MagicSkool and will premiere on Turner's Indian kids' channel – POGO, this weekend (October 2). This 26x30’ series will be presented by local children’s celebrity Harun Robert, a.k.a. Rob. Turner Broadcasting has also optioned the format rights to produce a further 17 episodes.
MagicSkool, based on Tricky TV, is an interactive and witty show that presents magic in a fun and entertaining way, leaving the viewer amazed and enchanted.  This high-energy magic show blends the mysterious world of illusion with witty entertainment. POGO’s celebrity host, Rob, will teach viewers simple step-by-step magic tricks, hidden camera tricks and brain teasers. 
In the UK, two series of Tricky TV (23x22’ & 20x22’) have been produced by The Foundation, for CiTV. Presented by magician and TV presenter Stephen Mulhern, it showcases some of the coolest magic tricks around as well as revealing the secrets to some great tricks that can be tried at home.
This kids’ format deal follows the recent announcement that The Foundation, a subsidiary of Zodiak Kids, has produced a children’s version of the legendary adventure game show Fort Boyard.  Other kids’ formats within Zodiak Kids’ portfolio include Mister Maker and The Buzzer.
Karen Vermeulen, SVP Global Sales and Co-production, Zodiak Kids comments: “We are delighted to have secured a further kids’ format deal, this time for our magic show Tricky TV.  Tricky TV’s format has global appeal and we look forward to working closely with Turner Broadcasting on this new production, which I’m sure will be a success when it launches this Sunday.”
Layla Lewis, Director, Programming, Acquisitions and Development, Turner Broadcasting System Asia Pacific, Inc, said: “We are thrilled to have been able to partner with Zodiak Kids in order to produce a new and exciting version of the hit series Tricky TV, and together with our celebrity host Rob, is sure to excite the imaginations of our POGO viewers across India.”
Tricky TV has had international success being acquired by a number of broadcasters in several territories including: MBC (Middle East); Teletoon (France); Mediacorp in Singapore for Okto Channel, NRK Super (Norway); Super RTL (Germany); 365 media (Iceland); Digiturk (Turkey); Vrak TV (Canada); Disney Japan, Joongang Broadcasting Corp (South Korea); ATV (Hong Kong) and Pro Plus (Slovenia).

Zodiak Kids owns worldwide rights to Tricky TV finished programmes and formats.
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Notes to Editors:

Zodiak Kids

Zodiak Kids, the brand new division which sees all of the Zodiak Media Group’s kids’ production and distribution entities combined under one united banner.  Zodiak Kids incorporates Zodiak Media Group’s dedicated kids’ production companies: Marathon Media; Télé Images; Zodiak Active Kids Entertainment Division and The Foundation as well as Zodiak Rights’ Kids & Family TV sales division.  The newly formed Zodiak Kids production companies had a combined yearly (2010) output of over 350 episodes of brand new programming.
Zodiak Kids catalogue includes; Waybuloo the CBeebies pre-school hit; Totally Spies the international hit animation series; Redakai the brand new series for Cartoon Network US; Mister Maker the ultimate arts and craft show and Gormiti the animated kids’ series that originated from the extraordinary success of the figurine range that has achieved over 100 million sales.

About POGO

Catering to the generation of kids who bounce higher, play smarter, think louder and dream bigger, POGO is Turner's only-for-India kids’ entertainment network. The channel features animated and live action content spanning multiple genres from comedy and art to games and curiosity. Since its launch in 2004, POGO has inspired millions of kids with its exciting original productions, pioneering India’s first ever kids’ awards show, POGO Amazing Kids Awards; the country’s first music, art and dance show, M.A.D (Music, Art & Dance); and the curiosity-based show F.A.Q (Frequently Asked Questions). POGO is also renowned for its original animated series including the hugely popular Chhota Bheem and most recently Kumbh Karan. POGO has produced over 650 half hours of original productions and reaches 24 million cable and  satellite homes across India. 

