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8 September, 2011
Zodiak Kids Launches New Waybuloo Format

Zodiak Kids, Zodiak Media Group’s children’s production and distribution arm, has extended the Waybuloo preschool brand by launching a new 11 minute spin-off version of the hit CBeebies series.

This new Waybuloo format, which will launch at MIPCOM Junior, has been produced to feature a new narrative element. In each episode, cult UK narrator, Dave Lamb, (Come Dine with Me) narrates the story of the particular episode in an engaging and humorous way.

Nigel Pickard, CEO MEAA, UK Kids and Family, Zodiak Media Group comments: “This new production of Waybuloo introduces an added breadth to the preschool series. The humorous multi-dimensional narrative is positioned to work on different levels which will appeal to preschoolers and parents alike, enhancing the family co-viewing experience.”
Karen Vermeulen, SVP Global Sales and Coproduction, Zodiak Kids adds: “We are delighted to be launching this new 11 minute version of Waybuloo at MIPCOM Junior. The new format is perfect for the international market, offering a new dimension to an already successful series.”

Waybuloo, a unique mix of animation and live action, is a highly innovative approach to pre-school programming focusing on children’s emotions.  It transports children to Nara, a live-action world inhabited by adorable animated characters called Piplings who embody a range of emotions such as Love, Wisdom, Happiness and Harmony.  
Waybuloo currently airs in 80 countries including Australia, New Zealand, Canada and Italy.

Waybuloo is produced by The Foundation, part of Zodiak Kids and Decode Entertainment for the BBC. 

Zodiak Rights holds worldwide rights in all media for the property, with the exception of Canada where Decode Enterprises handles broadcast and home entertainment rights, and DHX Licensing represents consumer products rights. Both Decode Enterprises and DHX Licensing are subsidiaries of DHX Media.
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Notes to Editors:

About Zodiak Kids
Zodiak Kids

Zodiak Kids, the brand new division which sees all of the Zodiak Media Group’s kids production and distribution entities combined under one united banner.  Zodiak Kids incorporates Zodiak Media Group’s dedicated kid’s production companies: Marathon Media; Télé Images; Zodiak Active Kids Entertainment Division and The Foundation as well as Zodiak Rights’ Kids & Family TV sales division.  The newly formed Zodiak Kids production companies had a combined yearly (2010) output of over 350 episodes of brand new programming.
Zodiak Kids catalogue includes; Waybuloo the CBeebies pre-school hit; Totally Spies the international hit animation series; Redakai the brand new series for Cartoon Network US; Mister Maker the ultimate arts and craft show and Gormiti the animated kids’ series that originated from the extraordinary success of the figurine range that has achieved over 100 million sales.

