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11th August, 2011              MEDIA RELEASE
Cosgrove, Hall and Fitzpatrick unite to launch all British animation series for pre-school market

A SERIES of children’s bedtime stories written by a father for his two young sons is poised to become the next big cartoon series for the global pre-school market after being snapped up by a new company featuring some of the UK’s most respected animation talents.

Brian Cosgrove and Mark Hall, the multi-award-winning duo who brought Dangermouse and Wind in the Willows, to the small screen in the 1980s, have come out of retirement to produce the exciting new series Pip! and to do so they have joined forces with Francis Fitzpatrick, who created the seven-time Emmy award-winning show, Jakers! 

Set in the adventure-packed world of Salty Cove, a fictional seaside town,  Pip! was originally the creation of Charlie Ward a photographer who was inspired to write the stories after enjoying numerous summer holidays, both as a child and later as a parent, in the quintessential coastal town  of Salcombe in Devon.  

With exciting story lines and two enchanting main characters Pip and his uncle, Skipper, Pip! aims to capture the hearts and fuel the imagination of pre-school children and their parents in this country and beyond. Children of all ages cherish happy, sun-soaked memories of family holidays by the sea. With a mission to entertain, engage and inspire, Pip! draws on a delightful cast of characters to build on this strong association between childhood and seaside.

Charlie’s dream for more than two decades – to see his creations brought to life on children’s television in the UK – now looks set to become a reality later this year, courtesy of the newly-formed animation company Cosgrove Hall Fitzpatrick Entertainment (CHF Entertainment).
“It’s a dream come true, I am absolutely thrilled that CHF Entertainment has chosen to take on Pip! said Charlie.  “To have such highly respected talents on board including Brian Cosgrove, Mark Hall and Francis Fitzpatrick is an absolute privilege, I cannot thank them enough for believing in Pip! and for sharing my passion and having the commitment to take the show through to the next phase of becoming a much loved, global brand.”

Simon Hall, Managing Director and head of production said that as soon as he was introduced to Pip! he immediately knew the show would fill a much needed gap in the pre-school global market.  “There is no doubt about it, Pip! has massive potential. One of the main attractions of Pip! is that the beach and the seaside are universal concepts which have the rare ability to translate through numerous media and retail platforms on a global basis.”

Under the leadership of award winning Creative Director Ben Turner and Corrinne Averiss who has worked in children’s television for the last ten years as a writer and producer/director, development of the series pilot is now well under way and will be launched at MIPCom Global Sales Fair October 2011.  CHF Entertainment has a commitment to produce 52 x 10 minute shows in just 104 weeks!

 “Because Charlie has done such a terrific job in developing Pip and his friends, we are well ahead of the developmental stage of production. There is already considerable awareness around the characters from Salty Cove thanks in part, to the fact that since 2009 they have been regularly featured in the pre-school magazine Funtastic,” explained Simon.

But it was not just Simon who was blown away by Pip!.  The UK’s legendary story-tellers, Brian Cosgrove and Mark Hall have clearly been inspired too, and are thoroughly relishing working together again.

Mark said: “What first impressed me with Pip! was the location, Salty Cove.  It came over as a lovely place that had a very nice feel and pace to it, a similar pace to that of Wind in the Willows.  Pip! has it all, it’s charming and funny and has got great story telling potential, which is absolutely essential if you have at least 52 stories to produce.” 

For Brian it was the lead characters and the idea of sea creatures living in a community that first appealed to him. “I really liked the idea of sea creatures telling tales of the sea that children do not know about.  I can see Pip! being a series of lovely gentle stories, sprinkled with laughter that will be enjoyed by all the family.  It is very exciting to be back working on a children’s programme that has so much potential.”

With discussions now taking place with UK broadcasters, CHF Entertainment are confident of signing a UK broadcasting deal by the end of the year which would, said Simon, “be a brilliant starting block.” 

But the story of Pip! will not stop there.  CHF Entertainment is keen to secure global distribution for its newly-acquired all-British animation show, one of the founders of CHF Entertainment, Francis Fitzpatrick will take the helm across the seas to assist with the selling and packaging of the TV series. With his extensive knowledge of the international markets Francis is confident that a global distribution deal will be secured by autumn next year.  

As soon as TV production commences, a whole raft of merchandising opportunities will then be exploited, commencing with securing a Master Toy License by December 2012.  This will be immediately followed with the rolling out of a number of different revenue streams which include publishing, gaming, internet, mobile content and music, all of which will be leveraged from the global television platform.

Children’s TV is big business. The recent hit UK series Peppa Pig took over £100 Million in retail sales in the UK market alone last year, and now that it has clinched a US broadcast deal, the series is valued at potentially US$1Billion. New children’s TV series have a lot of potential in what is now a global market.

Ends

For all media enquiries please contact either Debbie Skinner, 07890 917325 or email d.skinner@btinternet.com or Francis Fitzpatrick +353833461834 or email francis@chfentertainment.com.   
More information is available from the website www.chfentertainment.com 
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