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PRESS RELEASE 

28th July, 2011

Bwark joins Zodiak roost...               
Zodiak Media Group is delighted to announce the acquisition of Bwark, the independent producer of award winning comedy series The Inbetweeners.

Bwark has enjoyed recent success with hit E4 comedy The Inbetweeners, an astutely reminiscent tale following the antics of four friends as they navigate the hormonal minefield of sixth form adolescence. The third series drew a record audience in October 2010 (both for E4 and 4OD) and The Inbetweeners movie premieres on 16th August before going on national and international release. Bwark has also enjoyed success with TV series Free Agents (Channel Four), Angelo’s (Five), and The Persuasionists (BBC2). 

The company was founded in 2004 by Iain Morris and Damon Beesley (both former Channel 4 commissioning editors) who also created and wrote The Inbetweeners. Mark Lesbirel (currently Director of Publishing and Home Entertainment, Zodiak Rights) will join Bwark as Managing Director.

With the deal, Zodiak’s first since acquiring RDF Media Group last summer, Bwark joins the group’s UK, Netherlands and Belgium division run by Divisional CEO Joely Fether. 

She commented, “Since they founded Bwark seven years ago, Iain and Damon have firmly established their position as two of the UK’s most talented comedy writers and producers. The Inbetweeners sits proudly amongst the best classic comedy series of the last decade and it’s incredibly exciting to have their talent and ability within the Zodiak Group.  We are hugely excited about working with Iain and Damon to grow our comedy output in the UK and, over the coming years, in the US as well”. 

Damon Beesley/Iain Morris said

"It's the start of a new chapter for Bwark and we could not be more excited about working together with Joely, Mark and the rest of the Zodiak team.  We're looking forward to benefitting from the Zodiak group's global network to build on our existing successes and future hit comedies.  With the announcement of this deal and The Inbetweeners Movie released next month it feels like a landmark summer for Bwark."

Zodiak were advised by Olswang. Iain Morris and Damon Beesley were advised by Ingenious Corporate Finance and Marriott Harrison.

-Ends-

For further information please contact:

Rachel Davidson

Head of Press and Publicity Zodiak UK

t. +44 (0)20 7013 4259

e. rachel.davidson@zodiakmedia.com
Notes to editors:

About Zodiak Media Group

Zodiak Media Group is one of the world’s leading creators, producers and distributors of content for TV, radio, new media and cinema. The Group is active in multiple genres including Factual, Entertainment, Reality, Game-show, Lifestyle, Documentary, Talk-show, Drama, Animation, Comedy, Children’s and Film.

Part of the De Agostini Group, Zodiak Media consists of 45 production companies with presence in 18 territories including the US, the UK, France, Italy, Spain, Scandinavia and Russia. The Group also incorporates an international distribution business, Zodiak Rights, based in London and Paris whose catalogue boasts over 20,000 hours of content.
Headquartered in London and Paris, Zodiak Media was created in June 2010 following the acquisition of the RDF Media Group, one of the UK’s largest independent production and distribution companies with operations in the UK and the US. Combined with former acquisitions Magnolia, Marathon Group and Zodiak Television, the acquisition of RDF consolidated the Group’s position as a global force in the production and distribution of content for multi-media platforms (the most significant of which is television). The new group has annual revenues of approximately €500 million.

Some of the Group’s most successful titles worldwide include: Wife Swap; Fort Boyard; Location Location Location; Wallander; Le Grand Journal; Saint Tropez; Don’t Forget The Lyrics; Totally Spies!; Waybuloo; Born To Be Wild; Being Human; the Millennium trilogy; Gormiti; The Secret Millionaire; Tribal Wives and Beyond Boundaries. The Group also produces a number of other formats including The X Factor, Survivor, Peking Express, Paradise Hotel, So You Think You Can Dance and Strictly Come Dancing in a number of different territories. Zodiak Media produced approximately 5000 hours of content in 2010 and is in business with in excess of 250 broadcasters worldwide.
