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MEMBRAIN LICENSING INKS NEW PARTNER FOR MOOMIN WITH CHRONICLE BOOKS 
Legendary European Brand to Inspire Designer Ancillary Products in North America
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Beverly Hills, CA  July 20, 2011  Strategic licensing and brand management firm memBrain Licensing announced today the first of several new licensees to be announced in the coming months for the beloved 65-year-old Finnish brand, MOOMIN.  

Chronicle Books, one of the most admired publishing companies in the United States, has been selected by memBrain Licensing, the North American licensing agency for Moomin, to develop a range of lifestyle-related ancillary products including journals, stationery, flash cards, a memory game, and wall decals for children and young adult fans of the brand.  The new Moomin ancillary program will feature the stylish artwork and iconic characters of Moominvalley and will be distributed in leading design-forward retailers throughout North America.  

Enjoyed by families for generations, internationally acclaimed author and illustrator Tove Jansson’s stories and designs have inspired a billion dollar franchise of 200+ licensees worldwide.  With universal themes of family values, adventure and self empowerment and incredibly successful licensing and media programs from Europe to Japan, Moomin’s appeal crosses borders.  Simultaneously featuring lovable characters, fantastical stories and a rich mid-century modern design aesthetic, Moomin is poised to become a leading character and design brand for the North America market.

“Moomin offers a winning combination of beautiful designs together with classic stories that connect with all ages,” remarked Jennifer Sullivan, President of memBrain Licensing, “We are confident that Chronicle Books will create high-quality, innovative products that will add tremendous value in our long terms plans to establish Moomin as a leading evergreen brand in North America.” 

The Moomin story began when Jansson published The Moomins and the Great Flood in 1945. As the popularity of the stories grew, Jansson went on to write another 11 books in the Moomin series, the last of which was published in 1977.   In addition, Jansson illustrated 3 picture books, wrote a theatrical play, and, up until 1960, contributed to the London’s Evening News’ Moomin comic strip, reaching 20MM+ readers daily. 
Over the last two decades, Moomin has expanded into the global marketplace, charming consumers with its quirky characters and timeless stories. With a storied legacy spanning publishing, television, animation, and film, the Moomin family, along with their unique Moominvalley friends, have inspired a wide range of products including apparel, accessories, tableware, textiles, and other everyday objects and can even be visited in their own amusement park, Moomin World in Finland.

“We are honored to bring our distinctive publishing, design sensibility, and novelty format expertise to such a classic and beloved brand,” Chronicle Books Associate Editor Naomi Kirsten said. “Tove Jansson’s art is as extraordinary as her writing—there is exuberance, beauty, and imaginative power in every illustration. We look forward to extending the magic of Moominvalley to an ever-widening audience.”

Chronicle Books joins fellow publishers MacMillan Publishers and Drawn & Quarterly to expand the brand into North America.  Throughout 2011, memBrain Licensing will be announcing new partnerships with manufacturers in a broad spectrum of product categories including Apparel, Accessories, Footwear, Giftwares, Housewares, Publishing, and more .

About Chronicle Books 

One of the most admired and respected publishing companies in the U.S., Chronicle Books was founded in 1967 and over the years has developed a reputation for award-winning, innovative books. Recognized as one of the 50 best small companies to work for in the U.S. (and the only independent publisher to receive this award), the company continues to challenge conventional publishing wisdom, setting trends in both subject and format, maintaining a list that includes illustrated titles in design, art, architecture, photography, food, lifestyle and pop culture, as well as much-admired books for children and ancillary products through its gift division. Chronicle Books’ objective is to create and distribute exceptional publishing that’s instantly recognizable for its spirit, creativity, and value. For more information about Chronicle Books, visit www.chroniclebooks.com. 
About Moomin Characters, Ltd.

Created by Tove Jansson, a Swedish-Finnish illustrator and writer, the Moomin series contains over 11 novels, a long-running television series and animated television series. In addition, Jansson has illustrated three picture books, written a theatrical play, and, up until 1960, contributed to the London’s Evening News’ Moomin comic strip. Over the last two decades, Moomin has re-emerged in the global marketplace, capturing the world once again with its timeless stories. With over 200 licensees worldwide, and a feature-length film that premiered in 2010, the Moomins can be found on apparel, accessories, airplanes, eyewear, tableware, textiles, and other everyday objects and can even be visited in their own amusement park, Moomin World.  For more information, visit http://www.moomin.com/.
About memBrain Licensing

memBrain Licensing creates value for its partners, navigating an increasingly connected world by harnessing the emotional power of entertainment and the passion of fans. With a global network of top level creative and strategic business executives, memBrain Licensing provide companies with meaningful and actionable programs that push boundaries and make an impact on popular culture.  memBrain Licensing offers a wide range of creative, strategic and operational services include strategic planning, partnership marketing, licensing sales, creative direction, brand identity development, project management, location based entertainment, social media development, retail engagement, promotional marketing services, publicity, trend analysis, product development and manufacturer consulting. memBrain Licensing is headquartered in Beverly Hills, CA with another office location in New York City, NY. For more information, visit http://www.membrainllc.com.      

Media requiring more information please contact:  Eleni Karas eleni@membrainllc.com 
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