[image: image1.jpg]PRESS RELEASE






8th June 2011
Zodiak Kids Secures Raft Of Little Princess Licensing Deals 
Zodiak Kids, Zodiak Media Group’s children’s production and distribution arm, has concluded a number of licensing deals for the hit pre-school property LITTLE PRINCESS™. 
Aurora World UK has acquired the rights to develop a Little Princess plush range for launch in early 2012, while this summer, Neon Play will launch the first Little Princess app for iPad, iPhone and Android platforms. The app will include six Little Princess games featuring all the favourite characters. Zodiak Kids has also renewed their compilation magazine publishing deal with Kennedy Publishing who will continue to feature dedicated Little Princess pages within their Pink, Cute, Busy Time & Get Busy titles.
Nigel Layton-Hill, Aurora World UK said: “We are absolutely delighted to be working with the Zodiak Team on this classic publishing and TV brand. Little Princess with her big attitude is a refreshing change from the current pink princesses in the market. We love her spirit of adventure, curiosity and warm sense of humour which will translate beautifully into a great range of AURORA products.”
Internationally, Zodiak Kids has renewed Panini’s deal to produce Little Princess calendars in Germany and include dedicated Little Princess pages within their compilation magazines published in France and Germany. Zodiak Kids has recently appointed two new agents in Asia and Australia and New Zealand. Empire will represent the brand in Asia across all categories excluding publishing and DVD, while Merchantwise is the appointed licensing partner in Australia and New Zealand. 
Other exciting new ventures for Little Princess are currently being finalized, and further announcements will follow shortly.

Zodiak Kids acquired the rights to the pre-school property from The Illuminated Film Company in November 2010. The series currently airs on Channel 5’s milkshake! slot in the UK and is going from strength-to-strength.

Jessica Symons, Commissioning Editor, Children’s Channel 5 comments: “Little Princess is a firm favourite with the milkshake! audience and the series consistently rates as one of the strand’s top shows. Little Princess promises to be a milkshake! staple for a long time to come, ensuring that children can continue to enjoy her escapades and her hilarious take on the world.”

Zodiak Kids has recently concluded international deals for the new third series with ABC TV Australia; Discovery Kids Latin America; ATV Hong Kong; DR1 Denmark, Thai PBS, Czech TV, TVO Canada and RUV Iceland.
Zodiak Rights holds all international broadcast rights (excluding Japan and Korea) and all licensing and merchandising rights (excluding publishing) to Little Princess. 
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About Zodiak Kids

Zodiak Kids, the brand new division which sees all of the Zodiak Media Group’s kids production and distribution entities combined under one united banner.  Zodiak Kids incorporates Zodiak Media Group’s dedicated kid’s production companies: Marathon Media; Télé Images; Zodiak Active Kids Entertainment Division and The Foundation as well as Zodiak Rights’ Kids & Family TV sales division.  The newly formed Zodiak Kids production companies had a combined yearly (2010) output of over 350 episodes of brand new programming.

About Little Princess television series:

Little Princess is full of energy, charm and questions about how the world works. As with most little children she has an irrepressible curiosity and is delightfully stubborn when things don’t go her way. But however demanding Little Princess gets, you can’t stay angry for long once she puts on her big smile and tries to make it all better.

True to the spirit of Tony Ross’s original books, the positive message delivered with each story is wrapped up in a warm blend of humour and surprise. Little Princess lives in the kingdom with the King and Queen, her best friends Puss, Scruff and teddy Gilbert and other members of the household including Prime Minster, Maid, General, Admiral, Gardener and Chef. Offering a ‘child’s eye’ view of life, Little Princess’s adventures deal with everyday challenges that children and their carers face together. Along with the colourful cast of charming and endearing characters, Little Princess conquers fears, confronts new situations and learns that sometimes things don’t go quite according to plan…

About The Illuminated Film Company:

The Illuminated Film Company was formed at the beginning of 1993 by Iain Harvey (who had previously executive produced FATHER CHRISTMAS, THE SNOWMAN and WHEN THE WIND BLOWS, as well as producing PRINCE CINDERS) and produced its first animated series, THE VERY HUNGRY CATERPILLAR & OTHER STORIES, in the same year. The series was a great success, winning various festival prizes.  

Illuminated followed this success with T.R.A.N.S.I.T (1997), which was nominated for a British Academy Award and the Cartoon d'Or, the animated feature film CHRISTMAS CAROL – THE MOVIE, released in 2001 through Pathé in the UK, and distributed throughout the rest of the world by MGM, and a half-hour animation special entitled WAR GAME (2002), a re-working of the children’s picture book by Michael Foreman, which has won numerous awards.

Illuminated has produced three series of LITTLE PRINCESS (100 x 11 mins and 2 x 22 mins), a three times BAFTA nominated animation aimed at pre-school children and based on the highly successful picture books by Tony Ross, and is in an advanced stage of development on NOT THE END OF THE WORLD (90 mins), a feature film based on the award winning book by Geraldine McCaughrean. In addition, Illuminated is in various stages of development on a number of television projects, including a new pre-school series.
