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May 24, 2011
Zodiak Rights Inks Raft of Mr Bean Licensing Deals 
Zodiak Rights, the international division of Zodiak Media Group, has signed a number of licensing deals for the hugely successful Mr Bean brand. 

Zodiak Rights has licensed Spike Leisurewear – a leading manufacturer of classic character T shirts, the rights to produce a range of men’s Mr Bean branded T shirts.  While Orion Costume Ltd has acquired the rights to produce a Mr Bean adult costume and Ty will be launching a range of Mr Bean Beanies and Beanie key rings. All products will launch this year.  
Steve Gomez, Business Development Director Ty UK Ltd: “We couldn’t be more excited about working with this fantastic brand and Zodiak Rights to produce the first Mr Bean “Teddy” Beanie.”
Katherine Senior, Executive Producer, Mr Bean: “These latest deals secured by Zodiak Rights show the continued strength of this classic character and are a great addition to the range of licensed products.  We have also been overwhelmed by the success of our Facebook page which attracts fans from all over the world and brings Mr Bean into the new digital age.”
Tiger Aspect appointed Zodiak Rights the UK licensing agent, for Mr Bean in 2009 and as part of their contract, is also responsible for rolling out licensing deals into territories where Tiger Aspect does not have international licensing agents. Zodiak Rights currently has an international licensing agent representing the brand in India.
The Live Action series is currently broadcast in over 50 territories and the animated series is currently broadcast in over 30 territories.  The DVDs are available in over 40 territories
An official Mr Bean website, You Tube and Facebook page launched in July 2010 and fans can now also follow Mr Bean on Twitter. To date Mr Bean has over 13 million Face book fans and on You Tube, the Mr Bean clips have achieved over 1 billion views.
These social media platforms offer great promotional opportunities for licensees and distributors.

-Ends -
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Notes to editors:

Zodiak Rights:

Zodiak Rights, part of Zodiak Media Group, is the international rights business combining RDF Rights and Zodiak Entertainment Distribution, following the acquisition of RDF Media Group by Zodiak Media Group. 

The company’s highly experienced sales teams operate on both sides of the Channel, both offices have dedicated in-house Licensing Divisions who license, acquire and distribute rights to the global marketplace.

Zodiak Rights award-winning scripted programming includes: Being Human the supernatural hit for BBC Three and Syfy US; Wallander the BAFTA award-winning drama series for BBC One starring Kenneth Branagh; Millennium the highest grossing Scandinavian movie of all time, Singlehanded the Irish and UK coproduction about a lone police sergeant in rural Ireland and  cult drama series Saint-Tropez.

Finished programming and format highlights include: Fort Boyard the legendary adventure game show which has celebrated its 20th anniversary; The Secret Millionaire Channel 4’s philanthropic hit; The Best Singers the new Swedish primetime format; That’s My Kid a brand new family entertainment show being produced by Zodiak production companies across the globe and Location Location Location the UK’s premier property brand.

Zodiak Rights has a dedicated Family and Children’s distribution arm. The family and children’s catalogue includes; Waybuloo the CBeebies pre-school hit; Totally Spies the international hit animation series; Rekkit Rabbit the brand new animated series for TF1; Mister Maker the ultimate arts and craft show and Gormiti  the long awaited animated kids series originated from the extraordinary success of the figurine range that has achieved over 100 million sales.

For more information on Zodiak Rights and its programming please visit www.zodiakrights.com
