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May 18, 2011

Zodiak Rights Hires Key Licensing Exec
Zodiak Rights, the international division of Zodiak Media Group, is delighted to announce the appointment of Jennifer Lawlor as SVP Strategy and Planning, Consumer Products.

She will be the company’s first SVP Strategy and Planning and joins with a wide-ranging remit to devise and oversee the implementation of Zodiak Rights and Zodiak Kids’ CP and brand strategy across its entire UK portfolio. She will oversee the global roll-out of key brands such as Waybuloo (licensed to more than 80 countries worldwide), Tic Toc House (WT) for Nickelodeon US and Mister Maker the CBeebies Arts and Craft show. She will also have a responsibility for ensuring the consumer products success for future commissions, co-productions and acquisitions from Zodiak Rights and Zodiak Kids.

Jennifer joins Zodiak Rights from MTV/ Nickelodeon Consumer Products where she held the position of Vice President, Emerging Markets & Business Development, EMEA (London). Jennifer was responsible for running Nickelodeon’s Consumer Products business in emerging markets and overseeing their international business development including third party acquisitions. Jennifer has been at Nickelodeon since 2008 and worked across key television and CP properties such as SpongeBob SquarePants, Dora the Explorer, iCarly and South Park.
Prior to joining Nickelodeon, Jennifer was Vice President, Marketing & Licensing (New York) for 4Kids Entertainment where she was responsible for a wide range of CP programmes for properties including Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles and The Dog & Dinosaur King.  Jennifer managed all US licensees for the properties and worked with key US retailers such as Wal-Mart and K-Mart to maximize CP shelf space. Jennifer first joined 4Kids in 2002 as International Marketing Director and during her tenure worked across the entire 4Kids portfolio including Pokemon, Yu-Gi-OH and Nintendo.
Jennifer joins Zodiak Rights later this month, reporting into CEO Mathew Frank. Her first key market will be the Licensing International Expo in Las Vegas next month.
Matthew Frank said:

“Jennifer is an absolute key hiring for us as we grow and develop our consumer products business in both the kids and non-kids areas. Her knowledge and experience of rolling out global brands is second to none and I know she will be a major asset to us just as the Zodiak portfolio of brands is expanding so rapidly.”

Jennifer Lawlor said:
“This is an exciting time in the evolution of Zodiak Rights. I'm thrilled to be joining such a high caliber team and to develop the CP programmes for Zodiak's quality properties with partners around the world.”
-Ends-
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Zodiak Rights

Zodiak Rights, part of Zodiak Media Group, is the new international rights business combining RDF Rights and Zodiak Entertainment Distribution, following the acquisition of RDF Media Group by Zodiak Media Group. 

The company’s highly experienced sales teams operate on both sides of the Channel, both offices have dedicated in-house Licensing Divisions who license, acquire and distribute rights to the global marketplace.

Zodiak Rights award-winning scripted programming includes: Being Human the supernatural hit for BBC Three and Syfy US; Wallander the BAFTA award-winning drama series for BBC One starring Kenneth Branagh; Millennium the highest grossing Scandinavian movie of all time, Singlehanded the Irish and UK coproduction about a lone police sergeant in rural Ireland and  cult drama series Saint-Tropez.

Finished programming and format highlights include: Fort Boyard the legendary adventure game show which has celebrated its 20th anniversary; The Secret Millionaire Channel 4’s philanthropic hit; The Best Singers the new Swedish primetime format; That’s My Kid a brand new family entertainment show being produced by Zodiak production companies across the globe and Location Location Location the UK’s premier property brand.

Zodiak Rights has a dedicated Family and Children’s distribution arm. The family and children’s catalogue includes; Waybuloo the CBeebies pre-school hit; Totally Spies the international hit animation series; Rekkit Rabbit the brand new animated series for TF1; Mister Maker the ultimate arts and craft show and Gormiti  the long awaited animated kids series originated from the extraordinary success of the figurine range that has achieved over 100 million sales.

For more information on Zodiak Rights and its programming please visit www.zodiakrights.com
