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April 6, 2011

Zodiak Active’s FlirtMaps App Hits 500,000 Downloads

FlirtMaps Places about to be launched in 20 cities

Zodiak Active, the digital and branded content arm of the Zodiak Media Group, is delighted to announce that FlirtMaps, its location-based multi-platform dating application, has reached half a million downloads, with more than 400,000 active users in 91 different countries. 

FlirtMaps, a geo-dating application developed by Zodiak Active, is available on the iPhone, iPad, Android, Facebook and on the web at www.flirtmaps.com  

The latest version boasts a rich feature set including FlirtCoins, a virtual currency that users can earn or purchase in order to access superpowers like FlirtBombs (a single message sent to the nearest 100 people) and FlirtStars, a VIP status to increase visibility, or to send a wide array of virtual gifts.

To bridge the gap between the virtual and the local, FlirtMaps Places is about to be rolled out: 20 virtual spots in 20 real cities, from New York to Milan, from Taipei to London, where mobile users can check-in to let their friends know that they are ready to meet nearby flirters. 
Andrea Campana, SVP of the Audience-Funded Division of Zodiak Active, explains: “Since entertaining and engaging users in the digital world is a core part of the Zodiak Media Group’s mission, we are really excited about the future of FlirtMaps. It’s quickly becoming a runaway success story in the location-based apps space, so it is only natural that we are starting to pitch it to broadcasters worldwide as the perfect companion to our TV dating formats.” 

FlirtMaps merges the world of online dating with the real world, allowing anyone, anywhere in the world, to connect with just the right kind of person, as quickly and intuitively as possible, to chat and share photos, based on their current location and dating preferences in a safe and discreet environment.

Marco Franciosa, Chief Technology Officer at Zodiak Active and designer of FlirtMaps, continues: “Our goal is to make FlirtMaps the best-of-breed by working 360°on the evolution of the product, from the user interface design to the cloud-based serving engines. Forthcoming versions will introduce ground-breaking features like real time notification of other users’ relevant activity and a brand new geo-chat allowing nearby people to exchange instant messages in a simple and intuitive way. We are also working to extend our platform reach by launching FlirtMaps apps for Blackberry and Mac OS, tailored to optimise the experience with customised native applications. I’m happy to report that our work is paying off because the local communities of active users are growing rapidly and we’re getting great feedback from them. FlirtMaps is becoming ‘the’ place to break the ice!”
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About Zodiak Active

Zodiak Active is the new global division of Zodiak Media Group, dedicated to  the creation, development and production of digital and branded content across all platforms.

Created by the integration of Zodiak Media Group companies already engaged in the market for digital and branded content -  Neo Network and RDF Contact - Zodiak Active is built upon the proven track records of both companies, with ten years of experience in delivering successful projects in partnership with leading media companies and brands such as Sky, BBC, RAI, MTV, Mediaset, Ferrari, Toyota, Renault, Barilla, Heineken, Unilever, Ferrero, Grupo Abril, Vodafone, Telecom Italia and Hutchinson.

Zodiak Active partners with brands, media owners, mobile carriers and broadcasters to deliver content, campaigns and multimedia services based on original concepts, as well as draw upon existing hit TV formats and entertainment brands within Zodiak Media Group’s network of 45 production companies in 18 countries.

With revenues of more than €30m, more than 160 employees and offices in London, Milan, Genoa, New York and Rio de Janeiro, Zodiak Active occupies a unique position in the entertainment production sector as a digital and branded content division with truly global scale, reach and breadth of offer.

