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14th February 2011
Zodiak Kids Launches 

Zodiak Media Group is delighted to announce a brand new division – Zodiak Kids, which will see all of the Zodiak Media Group’s kids production and distribution entities combine under one united banner.

The formation of Zodiak Kids will create one of the largest independent children’s television entities in the world incorporating Zodiak Media Group’s dedicated kid’s production companies: Marathon Media; Tele-images Productions; Zodiak Active Kids Entertainment Division and The Foundation as well as Zodiak Rights’ Kids & Family TV sales division.

The newly formed Zodiak Kids production companies had a combined yearly (2010) output of over 350 episodes of brand new programming. Key titles from the division include: Totally Spies; Gormiti; Street Football; Sally Bollywood; Waybuloo; Dani’s House; Mister Maker and The Qpiz. 

All Zodiak Kids TV sales will be carried out from London by the Zodiak Kids sales team headed up by Karen Vermeulen, SVP Global TV Sales and Co-production, while consumer products and licensing will be carried out by each production companies own licensing teams. 

Zodiak Kids’ companies have offices in London, Maidstone, Paris and Milan. They will continue to work closely together to co-produce and create kids content for a wide variety of broadcasters around the globe.

In a joint statement Nigel Pickard Chairman, The Foundation and CEO Zodiak MEAA/UK Kids & Family; Vincent Chalvon Demersay, President, & David Michel General Manager Marathon Media, Philippe Alessandri, President, Tele-images Productions and Marco Ferrari, CEO Zodiak Active commented: “We are incredibly excited that Zodiak Kids will bring together all of our kids brands under one stable and reinforces our commitment to the kids industry as a whole.” 

Matthew Frank, CEO of Zodiak Rights said: “Combining all of our TV sales under one dedicated kids sales team in London will give us strength and breadth in the very competitive kids market.”    

-Ends-

For more information please contact:

Tel:  + 44 (0)20 7013 4428 / 4368 

Email:  press@zodiakrights.com
Notes to editors:

About Zodiak Media Group

Zodiak Media Group is one of the world’s leading creators, producers and distributors of content for TV, radio, new media and cinema. The Group is active in multiple genres including Factual, Entertainment, Reality, Game-show, Lifestyle, Documentary, Talk-show, Drama, Animation, Comedy, Children’s and Film.
Part of the De Agostini Group, Zodiak Media consists of 45 production companies with presence in 18 countries including the US, the UK, France, Italy, Spain, Scandinavia and Russia. The Group also incorporates an international distribution business Zodiak Rights based in London and Paris whose catalogue boasts over 10,000 hours of content.

Headquartered in London and Paris, Zodiak Media was created in June 2010 following the acquisition of the RDF Media Group, one of the UK’s largest independent production and distribution companies with operations in the UK and the US. Combined with former acquisitions Magnolia, the Marathon Group and Zodiak Television, the acquisition of RDF consolidated the Group’s position as a global force in the production and distribution of content for multi-media platforms (the most significant of which is television). The new group has annual sales exceeding €500 million.

Some of the Group’s most successful titles worldwide include: Wife Swap; Fort Boyard; Location Location Location; Wallander; Le Grand Journal; Saint Tropez; Don’t Forget The Lyrics; Totally Spies!; Born Survivor – Bear Grylls; Waybuloo; Born To Be Wild; Being Human; the Millennium trilogy; Gormiti; The Secret Millionaire; Tribal Wives and Beyond Boundaries. The Group also produces a number of other formats including The X Factor, Survivor, Peking Express, Paradise Hotel, So You Think You Can Dance and Strictly Come Dancing in a number of different territories. Zodiak Media produced approximately 5,300 hours of content in 2009 and is in business with in excess of 250 broadcasters worldwide.

About The Foundation

The Foundation is one of the UK’s leading independent producers of children’s television. It is based in Maidstone, Kent and was established by Vanessa Hill and Ged Allen in 1994. In August 2006 The Foundation joined the RDF Media Group and Nigel Pickard, founding controller of CBBC and CBeebies became its Chairman. In 2010 RDF Media Group merged with Zodiak Entertainment and The Foundation is now part of the Zodiak Media Group.

The Foundation has an expertise in pre-school, drama, comedy, factual and family entertainment and has produced content for a variety of broadcasters. Shows include the landmark CBeebies series Waybuloo, Mister Maker Comes to Town, Mister Maker, Tricky tv, Basil & Barney’s Swap Shop, Skillicious, Finger Tips, Big Barn Farm, Planet Ajay, Dani’s House, Summer in Transylvania and Escape from Scorpion Island.  Programmes in pre production include The Buzzer and Tic Toc House. 
About Marathon Media

Marathon Media is one of France’s biggest animation producers, and one of the world’s leading cartoon studios. Based in Paris, the company is managed by Vincent Chalvon Demersay and David Michel since 1999. Amongst its portfolio of international successes are  Rekkit Rabbit, Gormiti, Spiez, Monster Buster Club, Martin Mystery, Team Galaxy, Marsupilami, and of course the smash hit series Totally Spies! 

Each brand’s extraordinary track record in TV extends into merchandising, with activity across categories such as toys, home entertainment, multimedia, stationery, publishing and many more.

About Tele-images Productions
Founded and headed by Philippe Alessandri in 2002, Tele Images Productions (formerly Tele Images Kids) is one of the leading French producers of youth programming, with hits including the cartoon series Foot2Rue and Atomic Betty, and the drama series Studio 24. The company is today moving into drama series aimed at family audiences.

Tele Images Productions’ series picture ordinary kids in extraordinary stories, and make the most of a specific, universal kids passion: sports (Street Football, Baskup...), investigations (Sally Bollywood), horse riding (Mistral), science-fiction (Atomic Betty), discovery (Adiboo), etc. The series produced by Philippe Alessandri , President, and Giorgio Welter, VP Animation, are designed to come up to the expectations of French audience as much as to those of the international market, and for innovative multi-media extensions.

About Zodiak Active 

Zodiak Active is the new global division of Zodiak Media Group dedicated to the creation, development and production of digital and branded content across all platforms and incorporates a Kids Entertainment Division for multi-platform content aimed at kids and teen targets. Created by the integration of Neo Network and RDF Contact, Zodiak Active partners with brands, media owners, mobile carriers and broadcasters to deliver content and multimedia services based on original concepts, as well as draw upon existing hit TV formats and entertainment brands within Zodiak Media Group’s network of 45 production companies in 18 countries. With revenues of €30m, more than 160 employees and offices in London, Milan, Genoa, New York and Rio de Janeiro, Zodiak Active has a unique position as a digital and branded content division with truly global scale, reach and breadth of offer. 
