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London, England – November 2010: 

CPLG Sport Renews RFU Deal 
CPLG Sport recently extended its representation agreement with the Rugby Football Union (RFU), a relationship that stretches back to 1998. The new agreement runs until after the Rugby World Cup 2015 (RWC), which is being held in England. 

Paul Vaughan, Business Operations Director, RFU, said, “We look for innovation and ideas that are commercially successful and in line with our brand and core values.  CPLG Sport has delivered strongly to this brief and have helped to develop a strong and wide ranging England Rugby licensing programme. We look forward to seeing that continue over the next 5 years.”

Tom Roe of CPLG Sport added, “England Rugby is a huge brand and with the Rugby World Cup taking place later this year in New Zealand, not to mention the subsequent tournament in 2015 being held on English soil, interest has never been higher. There are significant commercial opportunities around the brand in the coming years and we already have a strong platform to build on.”
England Rugby is one of the major forces in the rugby world; it won the 2003 Rugby World Cup in Australia and reached the final again in 2007 in France. Both of these finals were watched on TV by over 15 million fans across the country. The current team, under the guidance of England legend Martin Johnson, continues to build in strength in the lead-up to this year’s World Cup, and goes into the RBS 6 Nations tournament as favourites, with Friday’s mouth-watering clash against Wales first on the agenda.

CPLG Sport has been responsible for building up a robust and ever-growing licensing programme. This reflects the increasing popularity of England Rugby, which saw the RFU awarded the Best Licensed Sports Property award at the Licensing Awards 2009. Over 100 licensees are now associated with the brand and the programme has recently been added to with a host of new partners, including Build-A-Bear Workshops (make-your-own teddy bears), Pyramid Posters (posters, prints, badges), Bafiz (footwear), In The Paper (personalised photographic prints), Crucial Marketing Company (USB drives), Home Win (retro range of gifts and souvenirs), Elisabeth the Chef (celebration cakes) and Arbro Ltd (watches).

About RFU

The Rugby Football Union is the National Governing Body for rugby union in England and supports participants and fans from the grassroots to the national team.
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