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Sabec’s Scalextric game races ahead on iPhone!

Scalextric app tops iPhone racing game chart as update and Android version are planned

The official Scalextric game app is racing ahead of the competition! Licensed by Rocket Licensing and produced by Sabec, a developer of groundbreaking and popular games for amusement machines and mobile phones worldwide, the game was released in December 14th 2010. Since then it quickly scaled the charts to become the number one-selling racing game on iPhone in the UK (and is still in the top three), number seven in the iPhone arcade game chart and number 17 iPhone game overall in the UK. The lite version has reached a staggering half a million downloads. 
The official Scalextric game app is one of the first games to take advantage of Apple’s Game Centre, giving users instant access to a global community of mobile gamers and allowing them to invite friends to a game. Among the other key features that have made this the top paid-for race game download are the opportunity it gives the user to choose pieces of Scalextric track and assemble circuits; its beautifully crisp 3D graphics; an adjustable point of view; and a choice of classic, customisable cars.
And they have — across all age groups, from young fans of the modern Scalextric to the adult smartphone user keen to try his hand again at the favourite game of his youth. In fact not only is the paid game a hit but the free, ‘lite' version is also taking the iPhone apps chart by storm, with the number of downloads closing in on the half million mark and the free version again in the top position among racing apps. Scalextric lite is also in the top ten of all games and top 20 of all apps.
And, with customer demand unlikely to slow down any time soon, not only is an iPhone update imminent but a version of the game is even now being developed for the popular Google Android mobile phone operating system.

This is another major success for Hornby Hobbies Ltd (plc), the company that owns the Airfix, Corgi, Hornby and Scalextric brands, and independent licensing company Rocket Licensing. Their licensing programme for these hobby ‘superbrands’ has made enormous inroads into the market since its launch in 2009. Scalextric licenses in particular for both the boys and adult males markets have been snapped up across a number of categories. Cakes, apparel, dress-up, t-shirts, coin-operated rides and melamine homeware are available or planned for the 4-12-year-old range, while, for grown-ups who remember the brand with affection there will also be apparel as well as also jigsaws, hip flasks, playing cards, mugs and wash bags.

Charlie Donaldson, Joint Managing Director of Rocket Licensing, says: “Sabec have done a great job in taking the excitement of the home track to the new and wildly successful world of the smartphone app. The game’s success underlines the strength of Scalextric both as a leading game and as an instantly recognisable brand. We’re looking forward to continued success with both the update and the Android platform version of the Scalextric app.”

ABOUT HORNBY HOBBIES LIMITED
The Hornby brand is a household name and is famous as the UK brand leader in the model railway hobby. It started as Meccano Ltd in 1907 making the world famous construction kits for children. The Company’s brands include Hornby, Electrotren, Lima, Bassett-Lowke, Rivarossi, Jouef and Arnold in model railways; Scalextric and Superslot in slot racing; Airfix and Humbrol in model kits and paints and Corgi in die cast.
ABOUT ROCKET LICENSING
Rocket Licensing is a London based independent licensing and brand development company, launched in January 2007. It manages a select and balanced portfolio of clients and brands, including Atari, A M Heath, Dot To Dot Productions, Ealing Studios, Ebury Press, Entertainment Film Distributors, Harper Collins US, HBO, Hornby Hobbies, Lionsgate UK, MGM and The Jim Henson Company. www.rocketlicensing.com
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