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** NATPE 2011: January 24, 2011 **

Zodiak Rights Showcases NATPE 2011 Slate

Zodiak Rights, the international division of Zodiak Media Group, is proud to present its slate for NATPE 2011 which includes: new entertainment format Family Explorer; brand new drama - Water Connection (working title) and US adaptation of Being Human; the recently announced new format show Cookery School, prime-time game show The Call and internationally successful formats such as Best Singers, Deal With It! and That’s My Kid.

Family Explorer (Working Title) - (90’  format)
Scheduled for prime time in France, Family Explorer is a new concept – the first ever ‘family’ adventure game show. For 20 days, five families of four camp out in the wilderness. They are united by a desire to maximise the prize fund, but only one family can pocket the cash. To win they must prove their family spirit through spectacular physical tests. Each losing family must send a member into ‘Exile’. 

The thrilling final challenge sees the remaining contestants race across the wilderness to reach a waiting helicopter with space for only two of the families. The winners are announced during a dramatic live show after the audience at home has voted for its favourite family. 

Family Explorer, an adventure Line Productions for TF1, will premiere on TF1 in spring 2011.

Cookery School  - (50 x 60’ + format)
A unique series where budding chefs compete to stay in a top Cookery School taught by a celebrated chef.  

Cookery School is a Red House TV production for Channel 4. 

 The Call - (60’ format)
The Call is a primetime game show where contestants must make a series of embarrassing and funny prank calls in order to win fantastic prizes.

The Call is produced by Neo Networks for Italia 1.

Deal with It!  - (30’ format)
Deal With It! is a light-hearted hidden camera format in which members of the public who, socialising in a public setting, are secretly approached by the production team to take part in a game show.  

The Deal With It! format is currently in production in nine territories including Germany, the Ukraine, Romania, Israel and most recently, Greece, where 13 episodes are set to broadcast during primetime on Antenna. 
Deal With It! is a format created by Israel's Keshet Broadcasting and United Studios.

Sing If You Can - (60’  format)

A unique entertainment format where talented amateur singers attempt to deliver a winning performance, despite a range of scary and occasionally painful distractions. 

Already aired in six territories Sing if You Can has become Virgin 17's biggest ever success in France. The format has been acquired by a number of broadcasters including TPI, ABS CBN, ATV, Antena 1 and  Antena 3.

The Best Singers - (40’  format)

Famous singing stars perform their rivals’ best-loved hits in a contest to discover who really is the best of the best. 

The Best Singers has been a ratings success in the Netherland’s (TROS/NED3) increasing their slot average by 63% and a third series is in production.  The series has also had a successful launch in Sweden on TV4 achieving a 36% share compared to the station’s average 20% share.

That’s My Kid - (60’ format)
An entertaining family programme that challenges parents to prove they really know what’s going on in their kid’s heads, with hilarious and often surprising results.  

Zodiak Rights recently concluded a landmark deal for That’s My Kid in China, other countries the format airs in includes Poland (TVP2), Egypt’s Egyptian Radio and Television Russia (CTC) and Mastiff for Poland and Russia.
Water Connection (working title 6 x 100’)

A crime miniseries which revolves around the life of a young police commissioner - Detective Angelo Caronia. Newly relocated to a station in Palermo, Sicily, Angelo will soon find himself struggling to solve an intricate series of homicides whose roots lie deep in the so-called water crisis that has plagued the Italian city for years. To step up to this challenge however, the Detective must also come to grips with his past. 

Water Connection is coproduced by Magnolia Fiction and RAI FICTION.
Being Human - (13x60’) US adaptation 

Set in Boston, the new Being Human series is a re-imagining of the acclaimed UK drama series of the same title created by Toby Whithouse and produced by Touchpaper Television, part of Zodiak Media Group.  Being Human follows three paranormal roommates living in Boston – vampire Aidan (Sam Witwer, Smallville), ghost Sally (Meaghan Rath, The Assistants)  and werewolf Josh (Sam Huntington, Superman Returns) – as they struggle to hide their dark secrets from the world, while helping each other navigate the complexities of living double lives and trying to be human.  
Zodiak Rights has inked a number of international deals for the series including: Tele Munchen for all German-speaking territories; SPE Networks – Asia for Asia; AXN in Hungary, Czech Republic and Slovakia; DBS in Israel; Media Vera in Turkey; and AXN Sci-Fi in Italy.  Entertainment One has acquired the US digital and home video rights.
The series had a successful premiere in the US on the Syfy channel earlier this month (January 17). It ranked as the channel’s most watched winter scripted premiere since 2005 and attracted   the highest percentage of female viewers ever for a Syfy original scripted series telecast - a network record for Syfy.

Being Human is produced by Muse Entertainment for Syfy and CTV / Space.

Wikileaks: War, Lies and Videotapes (1x55’)

A documentary which goes behind the scenes of this new form of opposing force - those who fight for transparency and challenge the all-encompassing rules of military secrecy. Luc Hermann and Paul Moreira investigate Wikileaks’ revelations but also the limits of the information the site provides. Their thorough investigation on the ground reveals that these internal US Army documents acquired by Wikileaks do not necessarily tell the whole truth either.

Wikileaks: War, Lies and Videotapes is written and directed by Paul Moreira and Luc Hermann and produced by Premières Lignes.
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Zodiak Rights

Zodiak Rights, part of Zodiak Media Group, is the new international rights business combining RDF Rights and Zodiak Entertainment Distribution, following the acquisition of RDF Media Group by Zodiak Media Group. 
The company’s highly experienced sales teams operate on both sides of the Channel, with scripted programming sales in Paris, and factual and format sales out of London.   Both offices have dedicated in-house Licensing Divisions who license, acquire and distribute rights for both adult and kids properties to the global marketplace.
Zodiak Rights award-winning scripted programming includes: Being Human the supernatural hit for BBC Three and Syfy US; Wallander the BAFTA award-winning drama series for BBC One starring Kenneth Branagh; Millennium the highest grossing Scandinavian movie of all time, Singlehanded the Irish and UK coproduction about a lone police sergeant in rural Ireland and  cult drama series Saint-Tropez.
Finished programming and format highlights include: Fort Boyard the legendary adventure game show which has celebrated its 20th anniversary; The Secret Millionaire Channel 4’s philanthropic hit; The Best Singers the new Swedish primetime format; That’s My Kid a brand new family entertainment show being produced by Zodiak production companies across the globe and Location Location Location the UK’s premier property brand.

Zodiak Rights has a dedicated Family and Children’s distribution arm with kids programming made in France sold by the Paris office and programming made in the UK sold out of the London office.  

The family and children’s catalogue includes; Waybuloo the CBeebies pre-school hit; Totally Spies the international hit animation series; Rekkit Rabbit the brand new animated series for TF1; Mister Maker the ultimate arts and craft show and Gormiti  the long awaited animated kids series originated from the extraordinary success of the figurine range that has achieved over 100 million sales.

For more information on Zodiak Rights and its programming please visit www.zodiakrights.com
