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pressrelease

Monday, 20 December 2010
LONDON

First Country Companions Books Set To Hit The Shelves

Bright and Beyond Licensing, part of Bright Group International (BGI), has announced that the first two books based on hit Hallmark brand Country Companions are set to be launched in the new year and will be available in Sainsbury’s, Morrisons, WHSmith and independent bookshops across the UK. 

The new titles, part of a Country Companions range being developed by Egmont Publishing, are called ‘Love’ and ‘Dearest Mum’ and have both been written by Helen Ford with adorable illustrations by Simon Taylor-Kielty featuring the cast of the Country Companions family, including Tom Mouse, Ed Hedgehog, Sam Rabbit and Badger. Love will be published in January, followed by Dearest Mum in February, whilst two books featuring Tom Mouse will be launched later on in the year.

The books represent  well placed additions to the licensing programme for Country Companions where the brand has built up a huge following since being launched twenty-one years ago. The cards are currently available from over 5000 different retailers across the country. Licensing agent Bright and Beyond is also looking to extend the brand across a range of other sectors, including outdoor, gardening, food, gifting and apparel. A full style guide has recently been released to assist licensees in developing retail-focused ranges based on the much-loved brand.

“These new books are a complete joy to read and look absolutely stunning,” says BGI MD Vicki Willden-Lebrecht, “they are sure to prove a big hit with all the Country Companions fans across the UK, whilst Egmont is also receiving strong interest from distributors globally including Spain and Latin America, which underlines the universal appeal of this truly classic brand.”
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