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Friday, 17 December 2010
LONDON

Purple Ronnie is on board at the World Darts Championship!
Exclusive Purple Ronnie merchandise on sale at the main event in darts
Purple Ronnie is stepping up to the oche with some of the biggest names in darts! The cheeky chappie – whose witty rhymes have made him the UK’s best-selling poet – will be hitting double top at the forthcoming World Darts Championship, organised by the Professional Darts Corporation, where Purple Ronnie darts merchandise will be on sale to visitors throughout the 15-day tournament.

Produced exclusively for the event, which takes place at Alexandra Palace in London from 16th December through to 3rd January, and is broadcast in its entirety on Sky Sports, the special range will include Purple Ronnie darts-themed tankards, mugs, chocolate, hip flasks and, of course, T-shirts, featuring funny and colourful illustrations — including Ronnie and girlfriend as the King and Queen of Darts — as well as new, hilarious poems by Purple Ronnie creator Giles Andreae.

Coolabi, the company that owns and licenses Purple Ronnie, is not only bringing the purple poet to the darts world’s main event but is also running an exclusive competition online to coincide with the World Championship. Darts fans will have the chance to see themselves and their darts team — or family — drawn as Purple Ronnie stick characters. The winner will also receive a special original poem dedicated to them by Giles Andreae.

Over 40,000 fans are expected to attend this year's £1 million World Darts Championship which is broadcast in its entirety on Sky Sports, and which features major names including of course the World Number One and 15-time World Champion Phil Taylor.
Anna Hewitt, Head of Licensing for Coolabi, says: “Darts is an increasingly popular and mass-market sport – one of the most watched on Sky Sports in the UK – and Purple Ronnie is the perfect character to capture the spirit of the game. From the local pub through to massive events such as the World Championship, darts is very much a sport that everyone can participate in, and Ronnie is the archetypal Everyman.”

Matthew Porter, Chief Executive of the Professional Darts Corporation, says: “With his colourful outfits, funny and celebratory poems and genuine affection for the sport of darts, Purple Ronnie will be a very popular addition to this year’s event. Darts has many famous supporters, and we’re delighted to welcome a major figure like Ronnie to the growing ranks of the sport’s fans.”

About Coolabi

Coolabi specialises in the ownership, development and creative management of high quality children's and family brands and intellectual property. The current portfolio includes Purple Ronnie, Poppy Cat, Scarlett & Crimson, The Large Family and Dead Gorgeous. In addition Coolabi also licenses rights to selected brands, including Bagpuss, The Clangers and Hammer Film Productions. For more information and a background on the company visit www.coolabi.com
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