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Tuesday, 16 November 2010
LONDON

Start The Day The Roland Way!
Breakfast TV icon Roland Rat offers to revitalise ITV’s Daybreak 
The world’s most famous rodent, Roland Rat, has revealed in an interview with ASDA Magazine that he is willing to return to breakfast television by stepping in to boost the flagging ratings of ITV’s Daybreak programme. The outspoken rat declared that the show was “a right load of old rubbish,” and that “They need me on there to save that early mornin' bilge – yeahhhhhhh!!”
Roland famously rode to the rescue of TV-am in 1983 – his arrival sent ratings through the roof and he became one of the biggest stars in Britain as Rat-mania swept through the country. Roland went on to make over 400 TV programmes over 27 years for the BBC, Channel 4, Channel 5 and ITV, won numerous awards, had chart topping singles and filmed all over the world. His star status continues to the present day as he regularly makes guest appearances on radio and TV shows and his current projects include ‘Roland’s Hollywood Report’, which airs in the UK and Europe, and 'Rat66' a TV series currently in development for the USA and UK. Audio blogs called 'RatBoos' are also posted through Twitter on a regular basis to a legion of fans, building on Roland's successful online viral campaign.

Roland is also a big hit in the world of licensing and UK representative Bulldog Licensing has recently signed up Posh Paws for a Roland range that includes plush, talking plush, keychains and ceramics, whilst an adult apparel line from Poetic Gem, which includes T shirts, underwear and nightwear, is currently selling in huge numbers through ASDA and other major retailers. Roy Lowe and Sons are on board for a range of Roland Rat socks, joining a programme that also boasts a new DVD collection from Digital Classics and dress up from Smiffys.  Bulldog is in advanced discussions with licensees from categories as diverse as mobile phone content, publishing and promotions.
“I have no doubt that Roland could come to the rescue again and be the saviour of Daybreak,” says Bulldog MD Rob Corney, “he’s hot property at the moment and Daybreak’s producers could certainly do with some of that rat magic!” 
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